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(Editor's Note: This national research conference is open to the media, but not the general
public. To arrange for press credentials, contact Teri Rizvi or Pam Huber at (937) 229-3241.)
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON TO CONVENE NATIONAL RESEARCH CONFERENCE
TO EXPLORE FUTURE OF PRIVATE K-12 EDUCATION
DAYTON, Ohio -American elementary and secondary education is undergoing
enormous change.
In New York City this year 22,000 parents applied for 1,300 scholarships to send their

children, who were enrolled in the overcroWded public schools, to Catholic schools. The charter
school movement- an effort to create independent public schools with some of the features of
private schools- is gaining momentum. Cities, such as Cleveland and Milwaukee, are using
tax money to provide vouchers to families who want to send their children to private schools.
Here, a group of Dayton community leaders has proposed a privately funded scholarship
program to send low-income children to the school of their choice, public or private.
Against this backdrop, the University of Dayton and several national educational
associations will gather some of the most distinguished thinkers within the private school
community Nov. 5-7 to explore the success of private schools and the challenges they face and
to develop a national research agenda. While much has been written about the success of
Catholic schools, comparatively little significant research has been done on the overall impact of
K-12 private schools as a group, conference organizers say.
Roughly 5 million, or 10 percent of K-12 students, are enrolled in private schools,
according to Thomas C. Hunt, professor and researcher in the University of Dayton's Center for
Catholic Education who organized the invitation-only conference. "In a recent breakdown, the
National Center for Education Statistics reported that although Catholic schools claim just over
half of all private school students, increasing numbers of children are attending non-sectarian,

'"""" Christian, Jewish, Montessori and Islamic schools. We believe there's a critical
conservative
need for collaborative research and dialogue among educational scholars about the challenges
facing private schools - such as maintaining identity and value as shifts in public policy enable
more families to consider private schools for their children."
The conference, "Private Schools: Partners in American Education," will feature keynote
addresses by Charles L. Glenn, professor of educational policy at Boston University, and the
Rev. James L. Heft, S.M., chancellor and professor of faith and culture at the University of
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Dayton. Other nationally known speakers include:
•

Rabbi Michael Paley, professor of Jewish studies at Bard College and one of the
designers of a secular Jewish Academy for high school studel)tS in New York.
His topic: "The Identity and Value of Private Education."

•

Bruno V. Manno, senior fellow in the Hudson Institute in Washington, D.C.,
currently on leave to serve as executive director of the National Commission on
the Cost of Higher Education. His topic: "The Financial, Legal and Political
Context of Private Education."

•

Sister Lourdes Sheehan, R.S.M., executive director of the department of chief
administrators of Catholic education at the National Catholic Educational
Association. Her topic: "Internal Issues in Private Education."

Respondents to the three theme speakers will present formal responses to the research
questions and challenges presented. Conference participants, including private school
administrators, superintendents and professors, will convene in breakout sessions to refine the
research issues. On the third day, five wrap-up presenters will offer suggestions for additional
research activities. Peter Li Education Group, publisher of numerous private and Catholic
education trade magazines and journals, will publish the conference proceedings. Select
speeches and papers will be published in Catholic Education: A Journal of Inquiry and Practice.
What's the greatest challenge facing private schools? It may be holding onto their
distinctive missions as their enrollments increase, according to Charles L. Glenn, one of the
keynote speakers.
"What turns many parents away from public schools has nothing to do with lack of
resources or even with academic outcomes, but with the·sense that they are not morally
coherent, character-forming institutions," he said. "Ironically, just as public opinion and the law
are becoming less hostile toward distinctively religious schools, the private school universe in
the United States seems to be less and less religiously distinctive. The greatest threat they face
is a loss of nerve and conviction about their educational mission."
The conference is sponsored by the Associates for Research on Private Education, the
Center for Catholic Education at the University of Dayton, the Council for American Private
Education-and the National Catholic Educational Association and its Chief Administrators of
Catholic Education Research Board. Approximately 85 educators and scholars from 24 states
and two countries are expected to attend.
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For media interviews, contact Thomas C. Hunt, conference chair, at (937) 229-3787 or
via e-mail at hunt@keiko.udayton.edu. Hunt is a professor and researcher in the University of
Dayton's Center for Catholic Education and the president of Associates for Research on Private
Education. He has written or edited nine books on religiously affiliated private schools, colleges
and universities as well as 23 journal articles on various aspects of religion, moral education
and schooling.

